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The figures in the margin indicate full marks
for the questions.

Candidates are requested to give answer in their
own words as far as practicable.
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() I set out on the twenty-fourth day of
September, 1701 at 6 a.m. and sailed all day.
By evening I spotted a small uninhabited
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island with a few green bushes. I cast anchor
here, ate some food and then slept for at least
six hours. When I awoke the sky was still
dark. I ate my breakfast before the sun was
up and set sail as directed by my pocket
compass. :

I discovered nothing all that day. It was just
great wide ocean and my boat. By about three
in the afternoon of the third day, I noticed
a sail at a distance. I screamed and waved
a white flag but could get no answer. My
heart beat faster as I rowed desperately
forward. I managed to get closer as the wind
was in my favour. In half an hour the lookout
spied me and fired a gun to acknowledge my
presence. Joy filled my heart. I felt I would
burst with exitement !

The ship slackened her sails. I caught up with
her between five and six in the evening on
September 26th. The flags were English
colours ! Finaly I could hope for my beloved
country and the dear ones I had left behind !
The vessel was an English merchant ship
returning from Japan.
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(¥) What a strange king he was ! So wise and
yet so ignorant! He thinks improving
knowledge in agriculture and mechanics is
the best thing to do for his people. “Whoever
can make corn or grass grow well, serves his
nation better than a whole race of politicians
put together ! he said proudly.

They have plain and simple laws that no one
can misunderstand. Writing any comment
about any of their laws is a crime.

They know the fine art of printing, but they
have not published more than a thousand
books ! Reading their large-sized books was
quite an effort. Once I selected a book, it was
opened and placed against a wall. I had a
standing ladder like a staircase, with fifty feet
long steps specially built for me. This was
placed near the book. I walked along each
step and read the topmost lines of a page.
As the lines reached the middle of the page,
I got down the steps and continued reading.
In this way I went up and down the steps,
turing the pages myself and completed their

gigantic books !
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